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While Bu$h talks to cows, workers get milked 

By Derrick Z. Jatkson, Globe Staff, 8/29/2001 
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G his massive time away from the White House, President Bush said, "I love 
ut there, seeing the cows - occasionally they talk to me, being the good 
. It's important for all of us in Washington to stay in touch with the values of 
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not begrudge Bush his time. Like him or not, he has a tough job. It would 
rest of America had the same kind of time to listen to their children and 
cows. We should also appreciate Bush's wanting to stay in touch with the 
rtland. It would be even nicer if the rest of Americans had the same time 
Office to share with those closest to their hearts. 
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Post recently calculated that Bush has spent 42 percent of his first eight 
at vacation spots. By the end of this week, only eight months into his 
have logged about 50 days alone at his range in Crawford, Texas. 


iricans cannot even think of even a single week of vacation until they have 
six months to a year on the job. Bush is doing what Europeans take for 
Americans remain stuck at an average of two weeks of vacation, Europeans 
four to six weeks a year. 


national study published this year by the nonprofit Families and Work 
:icent of Americans feel so much pressure to work that they do not take all the 
iy are owed. They may be loyal employees, but of those workers who curtail 
55 percent say they feel overworked. Of the workers who take all their 
7 percent feel overworked. 


essentially move the White House to Crawford, too many workers feel 
desks. Surrounded by gizmos that make employers demand more and faster 
it of employees said they must do too many tasks. Contrary to the mythology 
makes work life easier, the institute found that 41 percent of employees often 
their technology for work during nonwork hours or off days. 


irnployee felt the employer expected them to be accessible by cell phone or 
r g off time, the more they felt overworked. Technology has so tethered 
:nployers that the institute found that only 30 percent of workers could say 
to be accessible during nonwork hours. 


jog, build a nature trail, or talk to the cows on his flex time, many workers 
enough support from bosses to deal with personal and family issues, 
t their bosses did not care about having a balance between work and family 
twice the level of feeling overworked as those who felt their bosses cared. 
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a|rned that the levels of overwork may be self-defeating for profit-hungry 
nd that 17 percent of employees who report high levels of being overworked 
mistakes on the job, compared with 1 percent who say they are not 
bund that 43 percent of overworked employees feel anger toward their 
pared with 3 percent who are not overworked. It found that 41 percent of 
say they are overworked take care of themselves compared with 66 percent 
they are not overworked. Unhealthy workers, of course, lead to higher 
and lost productivity. 
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to remain comp 
our findings.... 
increasing worl 
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believe that pushing employees to do more and do it faster is the only way 
ititive in the global economy," the institute said. "Of these, some will dismiss 
Our findings strongly suggest that every employee reaches a point where 
k demands simply become too much - a point at which personal and family 
nal health and the quality of work itself are seriously threatened." 


So let us not be 
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grudge Bush, which would be the easy thing to do. If he is such a good 
on this week that leads up to Labor Day, he will pay attention not only to the 
e workers. America's workers are being milked so dry they can no longer 
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April 4, 2001 

Environmental Reversals Shake Moderate Republicans 


By ROBIN TONER 
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N, April 3 — These are not easy days for the greener wing of the Republican 
^ries of environmental reversals by the Bush administration has highlighted an 
e in the party that is both geographic and ideological, and shaken many of 
stern moderates. 
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istopher Shays, Republican of Connecticut, says his college-student daughter, 
blican," is wondering "what the heck is happening with our party when it comes 
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President, health 
decision." 


rge Roukema, Republican of New Jersey, fired off a letter after the Bush 
ersed itself on regulating carbon dioxide emissions from power plants: "Mr. 
and safety first! We urge you in the strongest possible terms to reconsider your 
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was "an important 


In Chafee, Republican of Rhode Island, when asked about the reaction back 
s a realization that some of the Western senators and more conservative 
^rty are calling some important shots" — adding that the carbon dioxide issue 
one." 
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ental issues often pit moderates against conservatives, Northeast against South 
spublican Party. The moderates, many from suburban districts that voted for 
Gore last year, are careful to praise President Bush's performance over all — 
reful to note their disagreements on the environment. And these tensions are 
increase as the administration moves on energy policy. 


to 


ng blood, have been scathing on the administration's recent environmental 
e the Kyoto treaty on global warming, to reverse the campaign position on 
issions and to reconsider Clinton administration standards on arsenic in 


And environmental groups are warning that Mr. Bush's policies could cost his party dearly in next 
year's elections. 


Republican who is chairman of the League of Conservation Voters and was a 
last year's party convention — although his organization endorsed Mr. Gore - 
as "obviously disappointed." 


hose great-grandfather President Theodore Roosevelt helped found the modern 
vement, added of Mr. Bush: "The environment is such a key issue, and he's got 
margin in Congress. If the administration is consistently anti-environment, I 
ihtee that he will lose a majority in both the House and the Senate." 


ive director of the Sierra Club, said the Bush decisions put moderate 
difficult place, with a choice of breaking with the administration or alienating 


iliar place to them. Representative Sherwood Boehlert, the Republican from 
who heads the House Committee on Science, often fought his party on 
sues in the antiregulatory heyday of the Congress led by Newt Gingrich. 


d for the easy ones," Mr. Boehlert said philosophically. 
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He is one of the highest-rated House members in the League of Conservation Voters' Republican 







with the perils of pollution. 
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was "profoundly disappointed" by Mr. Bush's position on carbon dioxide 
uld continue to push for legislation that would regulate those emissions as part 
.t strategy." But he also said he remained hopeful about the Bush 
nvironmental direction, noting that it was still early and that Mr. Bush had yet 
ience team. 


"When that happei 


ns, he will get some advice he is not now getting," Mr. Boehlert said. 


William K. Reilly, 
father, President 
"awfully early." 


who was administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency for Mr. Bush s 
George Bush, also noted that Mr. Bush's decision on carbon dioxide had come 


"One really has to 
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own to the top jol|) 
jersey. 


publican moderates were delighted by the appointment, early on, of one of their 
at the Environmental Protection Agency, former Gov. Christie Whitman of New 


"That sent a strop 
environment," sa 


,g signal to me that this administration is committed to improving our 
d Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine, who said she remained hopeful. 


But Mrs. Whitmarp 
carbon dioxide w 


has been the target of fierce criticism on the right, and Mr. Bush's decision on 
k widely seen as undercutting her at a critically early time. 


Mrs. Whitman die not respond to a request for comment. 
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hope — and I really do believe — it's not the last word," Mr. Reilly said. 


House, a spokesman said, "The president has taken any number of bold steps to 
ivironment." 


environmental divisions in the Republican Party, Mr. Reilly said: "The 
ing of the Republican Party always gets stronger when it does not occupy the 
ice in charge of the regulatory process, once on the line for pollution events or 
imental protection, Republican presidents become more environmentally 
epublicans generally become more environmentally supportive." 


me analysts suggest, politics will push the administration greenward. And 
vironmentally friendly moves are expected from the White House before Earth 
Charles Cook, who publishes an independent political newsletter, said that given 
closeness of the 2000 elections, "this whole suburban thing is key." 


the non-Southern suburbs," Mr. Cook said of the Republicans, "and it's a 
, cultural and environmental things — guns, abortion and certainly the 


do a couple really green things really soon," he added. "House Republicans back in 
what happens if you are perceived as anti-environment. That really hurt them in 


. Smith, the New Hampshire Republican who is chairman of the Environment 
Committee, is cited by advocates on both sides as a man who recognized the 
ivironment in his region. Mr. Smith, who is up for re-election in 2002, is described 
Sierra Club as "a profoundly conservative senator who knows how to listen to 
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it the calculus is different now that the country is in an economic funk and 
iiergy, and Mr. Bush seems a leading proponent of that view. 


nes/CBS News Poll in early March suggested that this argument carried the most 
ipublicans. Asked which was most important, producing energy or protecting the 
n nprrpnt said enerav. 47 Dercent said the environment. But 64 percent of the 



Democrats. 


Grover Norquist, a conservative strategist, said Republicans needed to talk about the 
environment in their own terms. 


"Just as you can be for poor people without signing on to some left-wing redistributionist 
scheme," Mr. Norc uist said, "you can be for the environment without being for some extreme 
regulatory schem€." 


As this struggle plpys out, Mr. Boehlert said he expected the party's moderates to play a critical 
role. 


"The balance is so close in the House, the moderates can tip it one way or the other," he said. 
(Although even among themselves, moderates can disagree on policy specifics, like the wisdom 
of the Kyoto treaty.) 


For example, the 
part of its energy 


administration's proposal to drill for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
oolicy, is dismissed out of hand by some moderates. 


"The votes aren't 
Republican of Ma 
leaders to omit 


here for drilling in A.N.W.R.," said Representative Constance A. Morelia, 
rVland, who was among the Republicans who successfully urged committee 
Arctic drilling from the budget resolution. 
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mes C. Greenwood, a Republican whose suburban Philadelphia district voted for 
, argued: "We have to look for a position that may not be where the president 
on't be where the Sierra Club is. But we moderate Republicans have to find a 
t's environmentally sensible." 
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